And when I say story, I do not mean mere
pointless activity, not crude action alone. The
Chinese are too mature for that. They have
always demanded of their novels character ahove
all else. SHUI Hu CHUAN they have considered
one of their three greatest novels, not primarily
because it is full of the flash and fire of action,
but because it portrays so distincdy one hundred
and eight characters that each is to be seen
separate from the others. Often I have heard
it said of that novel in tones of delight, " When
anyone of the hundred and eight begins to speak,
we do not need to be told his name. By the
way the words come from his mouth we know
who he is." Vividness of character portrayal,
then, is the first quality which the Chinese people
have demanded of their novels, and after it, that
such portrayal shall be by the character's own
action and words rather than by the author's
explanation.

Curiously enough, while the novel was begin-
ning thus humbly in tea-houses, in villages and
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